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j  ATLANTIC  PACT  DEBATE  SLATED  FOR  JULY 

I  By  a  unanimous  vote,  the  13  member  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  reported  out  the 
Atlantic  Pact  favorably  and  issued  a  28-page  report  interpreting  the  treaty  (Executive 
1  Report  No,  8)  available  upon  request  from  your  Senators.  Debate  on  the  Pact  is  expected 
to  last  at  least  two  weeks  and  to  begin  after  the  consideration  of  the  Taft-Hartley  labor 
j.aw  is  finished,  probably  early  in  July,  There  is  increasing  likelihood  that  action  on  the 
Si,U50,000,000  accompanying  arms  program  may  be  deferred  until  a  later  session. 

Senate  Report  Outlines  Pact  Obligations 

The  report  states  that  ”the  primary  objective  of  the  treaty  is  to  contribute  to  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  peace  by  making  clear  the  determination  of  the  parties  collectively  to  resist 
armed  attack  upon  any  of  them.  It  is  designed  to  strengthen  the  system  of  law  based  upon 
the  purpose  and  principles  of  the  United  Nations."  It  further  says: 

"It  has  been  suggested  in  some  quarters  that  article  3  might  be  interpreted  in  such  a 
way  as  to  provide  the  basis  for  an  armaments  race.  The  comnittee  rejects  any  such 
interpretation,  ...  If  the  treaty  and  the  United  Nations  are  successful  in  provid¬ 
ing  substantially  increased  security,  it  should  be  possible  to  have  greater  capacity 
to  resist  armed  attack  with  smaller  military  forces.  The  essential  objective  is 
increased  security,  not  increased  militau'j’^  strength." 

The  phrase  in  Article  5  "such  action  as  it  deems  necessary”  was  included 

”to  make  absolutely  clear  that  each  party  remains  free  to  exercise  its  honest  juag- 
ment  in  deciding  upon  the  measures  it  will  take  to  help  restore  and  maintain  the 
security  of  the  North  Atlantic  Area,  ,  ,  ,  The  committee  does  not  believe  it  ap¬ 
propriate  in  this  report  to  undertake  to  define  the  authority  of  the  President  to 
use  the  armed  forces.  Nothing  in  the  treaty,  however,  including  the  provision  that 
an  attack  against  one  shall  be  considered  an  attack  against  all,  increases  or  de¬ 
creases  the  constitutional  powers  of  either  the  President  or  the  Congress  or 
changes  the  relationship  between  them,” 

"The  treaty  rightly  recognizes  the  primary  responsibility  of  the  Security  Council"  for  the 
maintenance  of  international  peace  and  security  "and  makes  clear  the  intent  of  the  sig- 
;  natories  not  to  compete  with  this  responsibility  or  interfere  with  it  in  any  way."  In 
regard  to  Mediterranean  and  Pacific  Pacts,  "it  was  established  that  the  United  States 
Government  is  not  currently .considering  participation  in  any  other  regional  or  collective 
defense  arrangements."  Action  under  the  treaty  "continues  in  operation  only  until  the 
I  Security  Council  has  taken  the  measures  necessary  to  restore  and  maintain  peace  and 
I  security.  If  it  can  be  called  an  alliance,  it  is  an  alliance  only  against  war  itself," 

I  "In  accepting  the  treaty,  the  United  States  in  no  way  indicates  support,  approval,  or  dis- 
j  approval  of  the  colonial  policies  of  other  signatories."  In  the  event  there  is  competition 
I  between  the  European  recovery  program  and  the  arming  of  Europe  for  manpower  and  materials, 
"the  cc»3mittee  has  been  assured  that  economic  recovery  vn.ll  have  first  priority." 

i: 

I  "The  committee  did  not  consider  in  detail  the  military'  assistance  program  since 
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legislation  dealing  vdth  that  matter  has  not  yet  been  submitted  to  Congress.  .  .  . 

Article  3  does  not  bind  the  United  States  to  accept  the  proposed  military  assistance 
program  ( 5^1,130, 000, 000  for  Atlantic  Pact  nations  and  ^-320,000,000  for  other  nations 
including  Greece  and  Turkey  for  the  next  fiscal  year)  or  for  that  matter,  any  par¬ 
ticular  kind  of  implementation  program.  It  does  bind  our  Government,  as  well  as 
other  signatory  governments,  to  the  general  principle  of  self-help  and  mutual  aid, 

.  ,  .  The  committee  believes  that  our  failure  to  ratify  the  North  Atlantic  Pact  [ 

Treaty  would  have  disastrous  consequences  abroad."  | 

Report  Leaves  Unanswered  (.Questions  !, 

Viihile  the  report  clarifies  many  points  regarding  obligations  and  responsibilities  which  I 
were  discussed  by  various  witnesses  in  the  hearings,  it  is  still  the  opinion  of  the  writers  * 
of  this  newsletter  that  the  report  does  not  meet  squarely  three  of  the  major  contentions 
made  by  Henry  J.  Cadbury  in  his  testimony  for  the  F  C  N  L  on  May  11  before  the  Senate 
Foreign  Relations  Committee: 

1)  That  the  pact,  in  Article  3f  provides  for  rearmament  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  j 
or  at  least  ten  years,  but  in  no  place  expressly  orovides  for  disarmament,  nor  an  ob-  i 
ligation  to  seek  it.  This  Article  says:  "The  parties  .  .  .  will  maintain  and  develop  f 
their  individual  and  collective  capacity  to  resist  armed  attack." 

2)  That  the  pact,  in  Article  5,  strikes  at  the  real  authority  and  third  party  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  United  Nations.  As  Henry  Cadbury  said: 

"The  signatories  thus  become  the  judges  in  their  own  case,  decide  when  there  is 
agerression  and  who  is  the  aggressor,  without  ar^  standards  being  laid  down  or 
any  procedure  defined.  The  so-called  Atlantic  Nations  are  free  to  act  without 
mediation,  and  become  the  judges  of  the  adequacy  of  the  United  Nations  Security  ^ 

Council  actions.  Does  not  this  destroy  both  the  principle  of  third  party  judg¬ 
ment  and  the  real  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Nations?" 

The  report  denies  that  Article  of  the  United  Nations  Charter  applies  to  the  North 
Atlantic  Treaty.  Article  Sk  requires  member  states  to  report  plans  to  the  Security 
Council  on  regional  activities  for  the  maintenance  of  peace. 

3)  That  the  proposed  armament  expenditures  for  the  first  year  of  more  than  a  billion 

dollars  cash  (plus  an  unstated  amount  of  equipment)  are  all  out  of  line  with  the 
United  States'  investment  on  all  U  N  and  permanent  specialized  agencies  of  about  ^ 

5^30  million,  £ven  if  the  $1CX)  million  for  the  temporary  international  relief  agencies 

is  added,  including  the  International  Refugee  Organization,  the  International  , 

Children's  Lmergency  Fund,  and  the  United  Nations  Relief  for  Palestine  Refugees,  the 
total  will  be  less  than  10  percent  of  the  requested  funds  for  arming  Europe,  including 
Greece  and  Turkey. 

Many  other  questions  might  be  raised  about  the  report.  One  is  the  undefined  extent  of 
implied  United  States  military  assistance  in  terras  of  dollars,  equipment,  and  troops, 
particularly  after  the  proposed  first  year  expenditure.  Even  these  initial  expenditures  ^ 
are  not  spelled  out  so  far  as  equipment  is  concerned  as  to  whether  it  will  be  figured  on 
just  the  cost  of  making  it  available  from  storage,  or  the  original  cost,  or  replacement 
cost.  In  the  hearings  James  P.  Warburg  raised  the  further  query  whether  the  people  of 
Europe  were  not  expecting  the  United  States  to  make  their  frontiers  secure  from  invasion 
while  at  the  same  time  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  expecting  no  serious  c'^npeti- 
tion  to  the  Marshall  Plan,  and  no  troops  permanently  stationed  in  Europe,  Nor  does  the 
report  dispel  the  doubts  in  many  minds  regarding  the  probable  increase  of  military  control 
over  foreign  policy. 
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^  In  view  of  the  amount  of  discussion  on  possible  Mediterranean  and  Pacific  Pacts  that  have 
been  going  on  in  the  press,  the  reader  is  left  less  than  completely  convinced  by  the  stete- 
nient:  "It  was  established  that  the  United  States  Government  is  not  currently  considering 
participation  in  any  other  regional  or  collective  defense  arrangements,"  Nor  will  the 
peoples  of  Indonesia,  Indo-China,  and  Southeast  Asia  take  much  comfort  from  the  declara¬ 
tion  by  the  Senate  Committee  that  "In  accepting  the  treaty,  the  United  States  in  no  way 
indicates  support,  approval,  or  disapproval  of  the  colonial  policies  of  other  signatories," 

Instead  of  "Alliance  Against  Alliance" 

But  the  paramount  question  is  whether  the  over-all  direction  which  our  foreign  policy  is 
j  taking  is  the  best  which  could  be  done  xinder  the  circumstances.  No  one  would  ignore  the 
1  extreme  difficulty  of  achieving  a  general  settlement  with  the  Soviet  Union,  nor  of  meeting 
'  I  the  threat  of  communism,  nor  of  establishing  security  in  Europe.  As  Uenry  Cadbury  said  in 
his  testimony,  what  is  needed  in  our  foreign  policy  is  a  move  in  a  completely  different 
direction. 

i  "The  tendency  of  the  pact  on  ourselves  may  well  be  to  allow  us  to  trust  unduly  such  a 

f  precarious  instrument  and  to  relax  our  efforts  along  sounder  lines  -  political,  eco- 

I  nomic,  and  cultural  -  to  create  in  spirit  as  in  name  the  United  Nations  of  the  world, 

"In  many  ways,  this  last  is  the  most  serious  objection  to  the  treaty  -  and  includes 
them  all.  The  treaty  is  only  another  move  in  the  cold  war  when  something  quite 
different  is  urgently  needed,  Vilhat  is  needed  is  a  move  in  a  coii^letely  different 
direction,  I  do  not  mean  surrender  or  appeasement;  I  mesui  energetic  and  imaginative 
and  creative  enterprise,  something  as  new  and  as  ambitious  in  the  field  of  statecraft 
as  the  Manhattan  Project  was  in  the  field  of  warcraft.  The  ultimate  and  inclusive 
objectives  cannot  be  reached  all  at  once,  but  the  steps  towards  them  must  be  much 
t  more  consistent  with  them  than  is  the  proposed  policy  of  alliance  against  alliance, 

"  power  against  power, 

"No  intelligent,  no  patriotic,  no  humane  American  can  look  with  real  satisfaction  upon 
the  choice  of  the  inferior  alternative  as  embodied  in  the  pact  and  the  arms  program. 
Having  repeatedly  been  lured  into  the  game  of  power  politics  by  the  analogy  of  inno¬ 
cent  police  force  or  by  its  claim  of  lesser  evil,  he  must  inevitably  have  some  uneasy 
doubts  about  those  features  of  the  pact  "v^iich  perpetuate  these  claims.  The  assurance 
to  ourselves  of  our  good  intentions  and  the  axiomatic  way  in  which  military  assump- 
^  tions  are  uncritically  accepted  should  not,  if  we  have  learned  anything  from  history, 
allay  these  doubts.  Instead,  I  plead  with  you  not  to  take  the  pact  as  though  it  were 
a  fait  accompli  or  even  the  best  under  the  circumstances.  The  Senate  can  still  reject 
it,  or  can  amend  its  military  menace  with  reservations,  or  can  bring  it  closer  in 
line  with  true  internationalism,  or  can  replace  it,  in  collaboration  with  our  own 
executive  departments  and  other  governments,  by  not  one  but  many  alternative  under¬ 
takings  that  will  better  commend  themselves," 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  PALESTINIAN  REFUGEES 

)  Senators  Hubert  H,  Humphrey  of  Minnesota,  George  D,  Aiken  of  Vermont,  and  Ralph  E,  Flanders 
of  Vermont  on  June  2  led  a  successful  effort  in  the  Senate  to  restore  a  $2  million  cut  which 
the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  had  made  in  appropriations  for  relief  of  Palestinian 
refugees.  The  total  appropriations,  if  agreed  upon  in  conference  with  the  House,  will  be 
$16  million,  of  which  the  last  $2  million  will  be  contingent  upon  the  President’s  declaring 
that  other  nations  have  met  their  obligations  to  the  United  Nations  Relief  for  Palestine 
Refugees  fund.  Even  the  $16  million  will  probably  not  be  enou^.  The  F  C  N  L  worked  very 
actively  for  the  full  amount  of  the  appropriation. 
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91  HOUSE  MEMBERS  SPONSOR  WORLD  GOVERNMENT  RESOLUTION 

On  June  7,  91  Representatives  from  3U  states  joined  in  sponsoring  H.  Con.  Res,  6U,  which 
asks  the  United  States  to  support  and  strengthen  the  United  Nations  and  seeks  its  develop¬ 
ment  into  a  world  federation.  Twenty-six  Representatives  introduced  identical  bills,  each 
with  a  different  number.  The  text  of  the  resolution  follows: 

"Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives  (the  Senate  concurring),  That  it  is  the 
sense  of  the  Congress  that  it  should  be  a  fundamental  objective  of  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  United  States  to  support  and  strengthen  the  United  Nations  and  to 
seek  its  development  into  a  world  federation,  open  to  all  nations,  with  defined  ^ 

and  limited  powers  adequate  to  preserve  peace  and  prevent  aggression  through  the 
enactment,  interpretation,  and  enforcement  of  world  law." 

There  is  some  prospect  that  hearings  may  be  held  before  the  end  of  this  session  by  the 
House  foreign  Affairs  Committee,  since  fourteen  of  the  twenty-five  members  of  this  com¬ 
mittee  are  sponsors  of  the  resolution,  We  suggest  that  you  write  to  the  Representatives  of 
your  state  who  have  joined  in  bhis  resolution  commending  their  action.  If  your  own  Rep¬ 
resentative  is  not  on  the  list,  ask  him  to  support  the  general  idea  of  American  leadership 
in  developing  world  federation.  The  sponsors  include: 


ALA.  Laurie  C.  Battle 

IND. 

Andrew  Jacobs 

N.  Y. 

Kenneth  B.  Keating  1 

ARIZ.  Harold  A.  Patten 

James  S.  Nolan 

Arthur  G,  Klein  ' 

ARK.  Brooks  Hays 

ME. 

Robert  Hale 

Abraham  G.  Multer 

Wilbur  D.  Mills 

MD. 

Edward  T.  Miller 

Adam  C.  Powell,  Jr. 

James  W.  Trimble 

IIASS. 

Harold  D,  Donohue 

R.  Walter  Riehlman 

CAL.  Jack  Z.  Anderson 

Foster  Furcolo 

Anthony  F.  Tauriello 

Franck  ?..  Havenner 

Christian  A.  Herter 

N.  C. 

Thurmond  Chatham 

Chet  Hclifield 

John  W.  Heselton 

OHIO 

Thomas  H,  Burke 

Donald  L.  Jackson 

John  F.  Kennedy 

Robert  Crosser  i 

Leroy  Johnson 

MICH. 

Gerald  R,  Ford,  Jr, 

John  M.  Vorys 

Clinton  D.  McKinnon 

MINN. 

John  A.  Blatnik 

PENNA. 

Frank  Buchanan  | 

George  P.  Miller 

Walter  H.  Judd 

Robert  J,  Corbett 

John  Phillips 

MO. 

Richard  Bolling 

Harry  J,  Davenport 

Hubert  B .  Scudder 

Raymond  W.  Karst 

Herman  P,  Eberbarter 

Richard  J.  "Welch 

MONT. 

Mike  Mansfield 

James  G.  Fulton 

Cecil  F.  White 

NEV. 

Walter  S,  Baring 

William. T.  Granahan 

COL.  Wayne  N,  Aspinall 

N.  H. 

Norris  Cotton 

S ,  C , 

James  P,  Richards 

John  A.  CarrolJ. 

N.  J. 

Hugh  J.  Addonizio 

TENN. 

J.  Percy  Priest  , 

CONN.  John  Davis  Lodge 

James  C.  Auchincloss 

TEXAS 

Olin  E.  Teague  | 

Abraham  A.  Ribicoff 

Clifford  P,  Case 

UTAH 

Mrs.  Reva  Beck  Boson« 

Mrs.  Chase  Going  Woodhouse 

Charles  A.  Eaton 

Walter  K.  Granger 

FLA.  A.  S.  Herlong,  Jr. 

Charles  R,  Howell 

VA, 

J.  Vaughan  Gary 

Robert  L.  F.  Sikes 

Peter  W.  Rodino,  Jr. 

Burr  P.  Harrison 

George  A.  Smathers 

Harry  L.  Towe 

Thomas  B,  Stanley 

GA.  Henderson  Lanham 

N.  Y. 

William  T,  Byrne 

WASH. 

Henry  M.  Jackson 

W,  M,  (Don)  Wheeler 

John  C.  Davies 

Hu^  B.  Mitchell 

ILL,  William  L,  Dawson 

Emanuel  Celler 

Thor  C.  Tollefson 

Peter  F,  Mapk,  Jr. 

Louis  B.  Heller 

W.  VA. 

M.  G.  Burnside 

Harold  H,  Velde 

Jacob  K.  Javits 

WIS. 

Andrew  J.  Biemiller 

Sidney  R.  Yates 

Bernard  W,( Pat) Kearney 

Clement  J.  Zablocki 

IND.  Thurman  C.  Crook 


In  addition,  Charles  E.  Bennett  of  Florida  on  the  same  day  introduced  K,  Con,  Res,  76  call¬ 
ing  either  for  a  constitutional  convention  or  constitutional  amendment  giving  the  United 
States  authority  to  participate  in  a  federal  world  government. 
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UNITED  NATIONS  INTERNATIONAL  CHILDREN’S  EMI^RGENCY  FUND  GOES  TO  SENATE 

On  June  7  the  House  of  Representatives  passed  H.  R,  2785  which  extends  for  one  year  the 
period  during  which  other  governments  may  match  our  19U8  appropriations  of  ^75  million  to 
the  UNICEF.  Washington  Letter  No.  63  gave  some  of  the  background  on  this  issue. 

Donald  Jackson  of  California  offered  an  amendment  which  was  accepted.  It  states:  ”It  is 
the  expressed  intention  of  the  Congress  that  such  participation  by  the  United  States  shall 
cease  on  June  30,  1950.”  The  supporting  arguments  used  by  Congressman  Jackson  include  a 
letter  from  the  State  Department  which,  according  to  the  Congressional  Record,  says;  "The 
World  Health  Organization  and  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  could,  of  course,  es¬ 
tablish  facilities  to  carry  on  the  types  of  program  which  the  I  C  E  F  is  now  operating." 
The  argument  is  predicated  on  the  assumption  that  UNICEF  is  an  emergency  program, 
and  that,  if  given  the  impression  that  it  will  be  indefinitely  supported,  it  will  enlarge 
its  activity  and  make  repeated  claims  for  funds,  never  giving  way  to  more  adequate  long- 
range  planning. 

Actually,  although  World  Health  Organization  personnel  have  been  active  in  such  areas  as 
Palestine  where  medical  assistance  is  an  integral  part  of  the  Relief  Program,  the  present 
budget  of  WHO  does  not  permit  the  expansion  of  direct  relief  services.  F  A  0  is  not 
set  up  and  does  not  include  in  its  program  any  kind  of  feeding  operations.  Although  F  A  0 
has  for  some  time  been  working  on  plans  for  increasing  the  agricultural  production  of  the 
Near  East,  it  will  probaoly  require  far  more  than  a  year  to  get  such  long-range  programs 
under  way  and  many  years  before  its  full  effect  will  be  felt.  Neither  F  A  0  nor  WHO 
is  at  present  able  to  assume  the  ^119  million  operation  now  being  carried  on  by  U  N  I  C  E  F, 
nor  is  it  yet  clear  how  soon  some  of  the  ideas  being  developed  under  President  Truman' s 
Point  Four  will  be  ready  to  be  undertaken  and  whether  they  will  be  adequately  financed. 

H.  R.  2785  will  be  considered  soon  by  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  restrictive  amendment  added  in  the  House  can  be  eliminated  by  the  Senate.  Letters 
asking  the  prompt  attention  of  the  Senate  and  generous  support  of  an  international  activity 
for  which  there  is  no  other  adequate  provision  should  be  addressed  to  your  own  Senators. 

HOUSE  CUTS  SELECTIVE  SERVICE  APPROPRIATIONS 

On  a  motion  by  Representative  Kenneth  B,  Keating  of  New  York,  the  appropriations  for  the 
Selective  Service  System  were  reduced  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  April  lU  to 
^U, 500,000  from  the  $9j000,000  authorized  by  the  House  Appropriations  Committee  and  the 
$16,700,000  requested.  The  measure  is  now  before  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  as 
part  of  the  Independent  Offices  Bill.  On  June  8,  Lloyd  C.  Halvorson  of  the  National  Grange 
and  John  M.  Swondey,  Jr.,  acting  director  of  the  National C ouncil  Against  Conscription, 
testified  against  any  further  increases  by  the  Senate. 

John  Swomley  pointed  out  in  his  testimony  how  Selective  Service  and  universal  military 
training  had  been  advocated  in  March  19U8  in  the  wake  of  a  'war  scare,  which  a  report  of  a 
Hoover  Commission  task  force  later  said  was  due  to  faulty  evaluation  by  military  intelli¬ 
gence.  After  the  draft  law  was  passed,  the  draft  was  not  used  until  October  and  was  sus¬ 
pended  by  February.  On  December  31,  19U8,  Selective  Service  had  li,86l  full  time  paid  em¬ 
ployees,  1,303  part  time  paid  employees,  and  35,115  unpaid  personnel,  an  appropriation 
of  $27,U76,700,  and  they  drafted  approximately  29,550  men.  On  that  basis,  the  Selective 
Service  cost  per  drafted  man  was  $929  as  over  against  a  recruiting  cost  during  the  fiscal 
year  19U8  per  volunteer  of  $13U.70. 

Write  your  Senators  today  suggesting  that  the  Draft  Law  be  repealed,  and  that  approp¬ 
riations  for  a  peacetime  conscription  system  be  withheld* 
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DISPLACED  PERSONS 

H.  R.  U567,  amendments  to  the  Displaced  Persons  Act,  was  nassed  by  a  voice  vote  in  the 
House  on  June  2.  The  provisions  of  the  bill  as  finally  passed  were  slightly  changed  from 
those  reported  in  uVashington  Letter  No,  62,  and  include  the  following: 

1,  It  would  permit  339,000  displaced  persons  to  enter  the  United  States  over  a  three- 
year  period,  including  visas  already  issued  under  the  Act, 

2,  It  changes  the  ’’cut-off  date  -  used  in  determining  eligibility  -  from 
December  22,  19U5  to  January  1,  19U9,  thereby  enlarging  the  pool  of  eligible  DP’s. 

3,  The  eligible  age  for  orphans  is  raised  from  16  to  19  years  and  the  non-quota 
number  of  orphans  is  raised  from  3,000  to  5,000, 

U.  Numerical  preferences  are  eliminated  for  specific  nations  and  occupations, 
although  farra  workers  are  to  be  given  general  preference. 

5,  Extension  until  1952  was  given  ^o  that  section  which  permitted  the  use  of  the 
German  quota  for  27,000  persons  of  ’’German  ethnic  origin”  who  were  bom  in 
various  eastern  European  countries  but  who  have  been  removed  to  Germany  through 
political  agreements.  They  are  not  DP’s  as  the  law  defines  them.  Their  appli¬ 
cations  for  emigration  must  be  completely  processed  by  United  States  Department 

of  State  personnel.  Only  very  recently  has  ’’German  ethnic  origin”  been  officially 
defined.  These  factors  among  others  have  kept  the  number  who  have  entered  under 
this  provision  down  to  23U,  The  extension  of  two  years  for  the  operation  of  the 
section  was  therefore  necessary, 

6.  It  makes  available  a  loan  of  $5  million  from  the  Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation 
to  the  Displaced  Persons  Commission  to  be  used  by  voluntary  agencies  for  e^qsenses 
in  this  country  incurred  in  re-settlement  activity, 

7.  An  estimated  15,000  eligible  displaced  persons  now  in  this  country  on  a  teraporsiry 
basis  may  apply  to  the  Attorney  General  for  special  permanent  residence  permission 
if  they  entered  before  April  30,  19U9,  The  original  date  was  April  19U8. 

8,  It  gives  preference  to  displaced  persons  who  have  rendered  services  to  our 
occupational  authority  in  labor  serice  or  Army  guard  units. 

Two  amendments  adopted  on  the  floor  of  the  House  provide: 

1,  That  the  waiver  of  provisions  relative  to  prepaid  transportation  and  enployment 
extended  to  displaced  persons  shall  be  granted  to  those  of  German  ethnic  origin. 

2,  That  DP’s,  upon  arrival  in  this  country,  shall  take  a  non-communist  oath. 

Senator  Uc^^arran  of  Nevada  has  stated  that  the  Judiciary  Subcommittee  has  no  definite  plans 
yet  for  considering  this  bill.  In  view  of  the  700,000  who,  four  years  after  the  war  is 
over,  remain  in  can5)s,  and  considering  that  the  United  States  has  thus  far  admitted  only 
3U,569  DP’s  while  the  United  Kingdom  has  admitted  98,Ua3  and  Israel,  93,1^31,  it  is  no 
more  than  just  that  the  Senate  begin  consideration  of  this  measure  pronqDtly,  Letters 
urging  such  action  should  be  sent  immediately  to  Senators  Pat  McCarran  and  Forrest  C, 
Donnell,  members  of  the  Subcommittee  on  Displaced  Persons. 

DISPLACED  PERSONS  IN  BELGIUM 

The  F  C  N  L  was  visited  this  week  by  Jacques  Harts,  secretary  of  the  Belgian  Bible 
Society,  who  was  trying  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  proper  authorities  the  plight  of 


Viashington  Letter  No.  6lt. 


Page  7 


some  13,000  DP's,  resettled  by  the  International  Hefugec  Organization  in  19U7  under  a  two- 
year  contract  in  the  mining  industry  of  southern  Belgium.  A  large  part  of  the  DP's  are 
professional  and  clerical  people  who,  though  they  leaped  at  the  opportunity  in  19U7  to 
leave  refugee  camps  in  Germany,  have  been  far  from  successful  miners.  The  rate  of  illness 
has  been  high,  both  because  of  hard  work  and  because  of  miserable  living  conditions  in 
camps,  which  Jacques  Harts  described  as  like  prisons.  Those  who  have  not  been  able  to 
continue  working  have,  in  fact,  been  imprisoned.  Unemployment  is  high  in  Belgium,  and 
although  the  mine  contracts  are  almost  concluded,  the  Belgian  Government  is  not  eager  to 
grant  the  necessary  permits  for  other  work.  IRQ  will  be  legally  free  from  additional 
responsibility  in  this  situation  when  the  contracts  end  -  within  the  next  few  weeks. 

Conversations  in  Washington  with  I  R  0  and  the  DP  Commission  indicated  that  some  dis¬ 
satisfaction  among  re-settled  DP's  has  occurred  in  many  instance,  none  perhaps  quite  so 
serious  as  this.  To  take  such  a  group  back  to  Germany  and  start  the  re-settlement  process 
again  would  be  costly  in  time,  energy,  and  money®  To  leave  the  situation  untouched  would 
be  inhuman.  IRQ  has  nothing  but  persuasive  power  over  the  governments  with  which  it 
contracts  and  that  power  depends  in  large  part  on  the  IRQ  brauich  representative.  It  is 
our  hope  that  IRQ  can  be  sufficiently  stimulated  by  concerned  people  and  groups  to 
1  press  for  some  satisfactory  relief  for  these  people. 

He  have  kept  a  cumulative  folder  marked  "Cost  of  War"  in  our  files  ever  since  the  inception 
of  the  F  C  N  L.  This  is  the  latest  addition  to  these  tragic  and  heartrending  true  stories 
of  the  aftermath  of  war  etched  in  human  misery. 

ATOinC  ENERGY  INVESTIGATIONS 

On  June  1  the  Joint  Committee  on  Atomic  Energy  began  a  series  of  hearings  on  the  charges  of 
"incredible  mismanagement"  made  by  Senator  Bourke  E.  Hickenlooper  against  David  L, 

I  Lilienthal,  Chairman  of  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission.  Although  Mr.  Lilienthal  bears  the 
brunt  of  the  accusations,  the  five^an  commission  holds  equal  responsibility.  One  of  the 
facts  revealed  in  the  hearings  is  that  out  of  s  ome  500  substantive  decisions  made  by  the 
Commission,  there  has  been  a  dissenting  opinion  in  only  5. 

The  provocation  for  the  hearings  was  partly  the  Freistadt  Fellowship  case  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina.  Freistadt,  an  admitted  Communist,  had  been  awarded  a  fellowship  for  non¬ 
secret  research.  The  Atomic  Energy  Commission  makes  fellowship  awards  on  the  recommendatioi 
of  the  National  Research  Council  which  had  endorsed  Freistadt.  The  revelation  of  the  loss 
of  a  small  amount  of  a  uranium  product  from  the  Argonne  Laboratory  (most  of  which  has  been 
recovered)  provoked  further  attack.  This  incident  has  led  directly  into  an  investigation 
of  the  security  provisions  at  the  laboratories. 

Various  controversial  factors  have  entered  into  the  investigation.  Borne  defenders  of  Mr, 
i  Lilienthal  have  pointed  out  that  Senator  Hickenlooper  is  up  for  re-election  next  year, 
i  David  Lilienthal  was  bitterly  attacked  for  his  policies  in  the  TVA  by  Senator  McKellar  when 
Lilienthal' s  name  was  before  Congress  for  confirmation  on  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission, 
National  control  of  atomic  energy  is  imperative  if  there  is  to  be  an  effective  internation¬ 
al  control  system  v/orked  out.  In  the  establishment  of  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  the 
issue  of  public  power  as  over  against  private  exploitation  of  atomic  energy  and  the  question 
of  military  control  as  over  against  civilian  control  were  constantly  in  the  background  and 
it  is  not  yet  clear  to  what  degree  these  considerations  have  been  involved  in  the  launching 
of  this  investigation. 

Secretary  of  Defense  Louis  Johnson  has  declared  since  the  investigation  began  that  the 
military  does  not  want  control.  On  the  other  hand,  Senator  Harry  P,  Cain  of  Washington  has 
introduced  a  bill  to  turn  the  whole  field  of  atomic  energy  development  back  to  military 
authority. 
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There  is  distorted  pre-occupation  with  security  precautions  in  the  area  of  atomic  energy. 
This  seems  to  oe  due  in  part  to  the  feeling  of  Congress  that  atomic  energy  is  only  the  atom 
bomb,  and  that  the  atom  bomb  represents  our  national  security.  Hanson  Baldwin,  in  the  New 
York  Times  for  May  29  writes,  "The  easy-war,  one  weapon  theorists  with  their  strategical 
deoendence  upon  the  atomic  bomb  and  the  long-range  strategic  bomber,  have  sold  a  bill  of 
goods  to  Congress  and  the  public  that  has  caused  us  to  put  an  overdependence  upon  the  bomb 
and  to  guard  it  with  almost  panicky  secrecy."  Such  faulty  reasoning  leads  to  violation  of 
individual  rights  in  the  process  of  secrecy  and  leads  also  only  as  far  as  an  unproductive 
military  goal  in  the  future  of  atomic  energy. 

In  fairness  to  the  iitomic  energy  Commission,  it  seems  wise  to  ask  the  Joint  Congressional 
Committee  to  look  at  the  entire  operation  of  the  Commission  during  these  first  years  of  a 
completely  new  venture.  To  puli  out  of  the  total  picture  only  security  provisions,  or  to 
consider  only  pari  of  the  research  program  does  not  seem  to  be  fair  to  an  operation  which 
has  accomplished  a  great  deal  that  may  never  be  revealed  if  hearings  proceed  as  they  have 
so  far.  Chairman  Brier.  Mcl.'.ahon  of  Connecticut  has  made  every  attempt  tc  avoid  discussion 
of  individual  security  cases  and  records.  He  has  delayed  public  discussion  on  individuals 
because,  in  some  of  these  cases,  the  individuaj.  has  oeen  cleared  and  tc  discuss  the  doubt 
once  cast  would  be  tc  invite  public  question,  and  because,  in  other  cases,  investigations 
are  still  oending.  setters  now  to  members  of  the  Joint  Congressional  Committee  on  Atomic 
i^nergy,  urging  opportunity  for  hearings  on  the  total  accomplishments  anc  failures  of  the 
Atomic  bnergy  Commission  might  help  make  valuable  what  now  appears  to  oe  only  indecisive 
and  potentially  dangerous  accusations  and  counter-accusations. 


Members  of  the  Joint  Comnittee  on  Atomic  bnergy  are: 


Chairman  -  Sen.  Brien  McMahon  (Conn.) 
Senators: 

Richard  B.  Kussexl  (Ga.) 

Edwin  C.  Johnson  (Colo.) 

Tom  Connally  (Tex.) 

Millard  E.  Tyaings  (Md.> 

Arthur  H.  Vandenberg  (Mich.) 
Eugene  D.  Llilxikin  (Colo.) 
Vuilliam  i*.  Knowland  (Calif.) 
Bourke  3.  Hickenlooper  (Iowa) 


V.  Chairman  -  Rep.  Carl  T.  Durham  (N.C.) 
Repre  sent ati ve  s : 

Chet  Ho li field  (Calif.) 

Melvin  Price  (HI.) 

Paul  J.  Kilday  (Tex.) 

Henrj’'  M.  Jackson  (rtash.) 

W.  Sterling  Cole  (N.Y.) 

Charles  H.  Elston  (Ohio) 

Carl  Hinshaw  (Calif.; 

James  E.  Van  Zandt  (Penna.; 


LLGISLATIOM  Ih  BRIEF 


Hearings  have  been  completed  on  Federal  aid  to  education  before  the  House  oubcorranittee  on 
Education  and  Labor  and  the  bill  is  now  before  the  full  committee  of  which  John  uesinski  is 
chairman.  The  proposed  bili  needs  to  be  amended  to  give  full  equality  in  appropriations  to 
island  areas  such  as  Puerto  Rico. 

The  House  Administration  Subcommittee  turned  down  the  bill  to  abolish  the  poll  tax. 

K.  R.  U009  providing  for  long-range  low  rent  public  housing,  slum  clearance,  farm  housing, 
migrant  camps,  and  housing  research  v^as  bottled  up  on  June  7  by  the  House  Rules  Committee 
after  having  been  approved  by  the  House  Banking  and  Currency  Committee  on  Maj  16,  19U9. 
Ghaimian  Brent  Spence  is  attempting  to  bring  up  the  measure  under  the  revised  21  day  rule. 

A  siiTdlar  bill,  S.  1J70,  has  already  passed  the  Senate. 


E.  Raymond  Vi'ilson  and  Barbara  S.  Grant 


ATLANTIC  PACT  TIMETABLE  SPEELED  UP 

Since  the  newsletter  went  to  press,  it  has  heen  revealed  that  Atlantic  PgCt 
hackers  now  plan  to  bring  up  the  Pact  for  Senate  consideration  during  the 
week  of  June  20,  if  possible.  As  soon  as  a  vote  is  reached  on  the  Pact  in 
the  Senate,  hearings  would  be  opened  in  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  on  the  arms  assistance  pro¬ 
gram,  The  expectation  would  be  to  rush  legislation  through  both  Houses 
before  adjournment,  for  authorization  find  appropriation  of  the  requested 
$1,450, OCX), 000  arms  aid,  including  aid  to  Greece  and  Turkey. 

We  suggest  you  write  your  Senators  TODAY^ 

E,  Raymond  Wilson 

Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 


June  16,  1949 


